
 

 
Msgr. Bill’s Weekly Letter... 

Dear Parishioners, 
     Many thanks to all who made last week’s FunFest such a great success. Saturday’s bingo was great with the spaghetti 
and meatballs, the many bingos, and our young ones enjoying our new lights on the field. (I would love to have their         
energy). Our maintenance crew and other church staff did yeomen’s work to get everything set up and cleaned up after it 
was over. We could not have done it without them. 
 
     Special kudos to Jody Martin, Chantel Palmore, Vanessa Loftus, and Nallely Conley, chair persons who handled          
the planning for our raffle and the day itself. I would also like to thank Marshall Mansour, Beverly Ladnier, and Chris 
Mitchell, each put in hours of work. I am sure there are many other individuals who gave hours of their time and effort that 
are not mentioned here but are greatly appreciated. At the end of the day several helped break down the tables, rented 
chairs, and equipment. Thank you, thank you, and thank you. 

 
************************* 

     A few weeks ago, I mentioned that at times we get stressed with life, and that is normal and even healthy. The           
downside is that we may allow stress to overwhelm us. At that point and even before we need to be humble and get some 
help. When a walk round the block does not work, you might invest in some counseling or spiritual direction. 
 
     One organization that offers both services is Gratia Plena (Full of Grace). They have locations in Stafford, West       
Houston, and Upper Kirby which are within a short distance. They have other locations as well but would be quite a hike. 
You can reach them at 832-532-0129 or www.graciaolenacounceling.org  
 
     Their tag line is, Counseling which is faithful to the teaching, values, and traditions of the Catholic Church. Remember, 
even Moses needed help! 

 
************************* 

     Remember that All Saints Day is a HOY DAY OF OBLIGATION for us. Mother Church teaches that this day is a    
solemnity that calls us to  worship at Mass. It has the rank of a Sunday. 
Scriptures tell us, Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of 
witnesses, let us rid ourselves of every burden and sin that clings to us and 
persevere in running the race that lies before us while keeping our eyes 
fixed on Jesus, the leader and perfecter of faith. For the sake of the joy that 
lay before him he endured the cross, despising its shame, and has taken his 
seat at the right of the throne of God  (Heb. 12:1-20). 
 
     We honor those who now worship before the face of God and surround 
us with their prayers and intercessions. They are the Church Triumphant of 
the Communion of Saints. 
 
     The other important day this week is All Souls day. It is a Holy Day 
(every day is holy) but NOT a day of obligation. This is the day we pray         
for those souls still waiting to enter the fullness of heaven. Some spiritual         
writers have written that the torment in purgatory is very much like hell            
with one exception — in purgatory there is hope. 
 
     In C.S. Lewis’ The Voyage of the Dawn Treader, Eustace turned into a 
dragon to learn a lesson. Finally, Aslan comes to change him back and he 
describes how Aslan used his claws to cut away the dragon’s body. It was very painful, The only thing that made me able 
to bear it was just the pleasure of the feeling the stuff peeled off. A great amount of the torment we will undergo in purga-
tory. 
 
     Let us pray in thanksgiving for the support of the Great Cloud of Witnesses who pray for us and in turn let us pray for 
those being cleansed in purgatory. 

 

 pace — bene, 

http://www.graciaolenacounceling.org

