
 

 
Msgr. Bill’s Weekly Letter... 

Dear Parishioners, 

 

We are heading into the hectic time of the holiday season when we put a lot of pressure on ourselves and our   

families to make it go just right. Now's a good time to sit down around the table and plan out your activities for the   

holiday season. I know it sounds like we're a little bit ahead of the game but if you remember last year and the year  

before when we kind of ran out of time and we got stressed out. 

 
 

Thanksgiving is a wonderful time of the year for families and friends to come together. Perhaps now would be   

the time to start making a list. Each family member can write down one thing each day for which they are thankful. 

Then as the family gathers for their Thanksgiving meal, all could choose a few items from their list to share. It's more 

than just having turkey and giblet gravy. Let’s think about the great many blessings that we have every day. Perhaps 

giving thanks for a job, good news that came from somebody ill who is getting better, a friend who helps you feel    

accepted and honored, a child who has done something good that day, etcetera, etcetera, etcetera.  
 

 

Consider what you can do to lessen the stress of the Christmas season. We sometimes put too much stress on     

ourselves to buy more expensive presents or just the right one. Sometimes the Christmas season is hard on people    

because of family alienation, or perhaps from the sadness we suffer from the loss of a loved one who dies during the 

holiday season.  

The church gives us four weeks, the Advent Season, to   

get ready for Christmas. I suggest that you decorate your 

house during this time of Advent little by little. Perhaps in 

the first week of Advent you put the tree up but with no 

decorations, the next week put the lights on the tree, and 

the next week hang the ornaments. So little by little your 

home generates anticipation and excitement for the com-

ing of Christ. Have the Magi move from room to room 

ending at the crib on the feast of the Epiphany (8 Jan. 

2023). 

 

 

It is easy to get lost in all the commercialism that has 

cropped up within this season, but we can do something 

about that especially if we plan ahead. “But, Monsignor,    

I really don't have any family around me right now and it's kind of sad that I might be alone this Christmas.” Find a 

place where you can volunteer, perhaps helping out at a soup kitchen or inviting some of your neighbors to your house 

for dinner. 

 
 

If you're like me Christmas music is a joy. I could listen to it all year long, but I don't for I do not want to wear it 

out. But during Advent that kind of music brings us closer to God closer to the great feast the of Incarnation. God has 

become one with us and now is born into the world. So we celebrate historically the coming of Christ, the coming each 

day into our lives, and the blessed expectation of him coming to us at the time of our death to bring us into heaven.  

 
 

Let us make the Advent – Christmas well planned and well celebrated. 

 

 

************************* 

Last week I was in Washington, DC along with our Principal, Carolyn Sears, and our Assistant Principal, Scott 

Kloesel to receive the 2022 National Blue-Ribbon School Award. We can be grateful for a great staff, wonderful      

student body, and supportive parents who work together to strengthen our school. The program allows 24 non-public 

schools to receive the award. Two additional Catholic schools in Houston are recipients this year, St. Anne and St.    

Cecilia. Great job! 

 

 pace – bene,  


