
 

 
Msgr. Bill’s Weekly Letter... 

Dear Parishioners: 
 
     Our theme this first week of Advent is Run Forth to Meet the Christ. We pray this very thought in the collect (opening 
prayer) of the Mass. The entire prayer reads, Grant your faithful, we pray, almighty God, the resolve to run forth to meet 
your Christ with righteous deeds at his coming, so that, gathered at his right hand, they may be worthy to possess the 
heavenly Kingdom. Through our Lord …  Amen. 
 
     At the same time, we return to the Year A cycle of readings. Our Sunday readings are on a three year cycle while the 
weekday readings are on a two-year rotation. In year “A”, the Gospel readings focus on the Gospel of Matthew with 
John’s Gospel being read during the Easter season. During the week, we read year 2 of the cycle. In the weekday readings, 
the daily Gospel is the same for each day every year, while the first reading and the Psalm varies.  
 
     One day, St. Augustine was walking in a garden and heard a child’s voice call out “Tolle, lege! Tolle, lege! [Take and 
read]. He immediately picked up the Bible and read from St. Paul’s letter to the Romans, which we hear in the second 
reading today. He writes, No further would I read; nor needed I: for instantly at the end of this sentence, by a light as it 
were of serenity infused into my heart, all the darkness of doubt vanished away. 
 
     He knew then that God made our hearts for himself and they will not rest until they rest in him. He was always on the 
lookout for wisdom. Sometimes he was more self-interested than outwardly looking, but in general, he wanted to learn. 
This small incident brought him to look at God and his wisdom with a new heart and new mind. 
 
     Advent is a season of hope. Hope is the virtue by which we trust that God, the source of all truth, will never abandon us 
and will walk the path with us every day. Even on the day, Jesus warns us about in the Gospel today, God is there. To live 

with hope is not to focus on our accomplishments in 
this world, rather to keep our focus on the world to 
come which mattes more since it is to that world 
which God orders the events of this world.  
 
Hope allows us to see who we really are, sons and 
daughters of the Father’s love and the real capacity to 
be the image of God’s only Son (JP II, WYD, July 
2002). To live in hope is to realize that my life matters 
even when it seems to be meaningless. To live in hope 

is to know that God draws out of my life meaning and purpose even when I do not see it. To live in hope means that I pay 
more attention to God than to myself. Who would not run out to meet him? 
 
     As we begin this season of hope, let us find a way to be more attentive to God’s work in our lives. What righteous 
deeds will I bring to him as go out to meet and celebrate his arrival in my life this year? What will I change to be more 
aware of his presence in my life and in the world? How will hope alter my selfishness and loneliness? When his birth is                       
re-celebrated in a few weeks, how will I have allowed hope to alter my attitudes?  
 
     The Magi began their journey on much less evidence to find this newborn king. He did come in history. Pray with great 
sincerity this Advent that you and I will find him, embrace him more deeply, to give him gifts of our faith, hope, and love. 
 

 
*************************  

 
      As we approach the end of the calendar year, I ask that you include your parish in your end of year giving. Our staff 
and ministry leaders are doing their best to hold our expenses at bay, but inflation and increased needs are beginning to 
take a toll on the budget. Thank you in advance. 
 

  pace – bene, 


