
 

 
Msgr. Bill’s Weekly Letter... 

Dear Parishioners, 
 

     Pope St. John Paul II was a great warrior for peace. We place an emphasis on peace in this second week                         
of  Advent.  
      

     When Poland was in the grips of Communism the government had a ban on public displays of religious                           
objects. The image of the Black Madonna was found in a monastery in Jasna Gora. Since they could not carry the image 
for an outdoor procession they removed the picture - and proceeded to have the procession with the empty frame.    
      

     It was an example of obeying the literal interpretation of the law but showing the powers that be that they couldn't stop 
people's faith and belief. The people were resisting in any way they could.  
      

     The upshot was that the authorities thought that then Fr. Wojtyla was simply a young intellectual. He was in actuality a 
force to be considered and was not going to simply take what he was told and let that be that. He was going to find ways 
to continue in his work and make his faith live on in Poland.  
 

     There are many ways to be a warrior for peace. We must put on the armor 
of God, (Ephesians 6:10 – 17). Our opponent, the devil, is prowling around 
like a roaring lion looking for [someone] to devour, (1 Peter 5:8). The           
following are a few of his thoughts on peace.  
 

     We are celebrating...the peace of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ—the 
peace that was announced by the angels at his birth; the peace that he                 
communicated to all who came into contact with him during his earthly life;   
the peace that he gave to his Apostles when he stood among them after his           
Resurrection, saying: Peace be with you (John 20:19). 
     We are celebrating the peace that Christ won for us by his Paschal               
Mystery—by his Passion, Death, and Resurrection from the dead. We are          
able to enjoy peace because God sent his own Son into the world to be our              
Redeemer. 
     And the peace that we are celebrating is our redemption from sin, our            
deliverance from God's anger and from eternal punishment. Without Christ       
we would have remained, in the words of Saint Paul, children of wrath 
(Ephesians 2:3).  But in truth we have been liberated by Christ; everything is 
new in our relationship with God.  Christ has reconciled us to himself, making 
peace by the blood of his cross (Colossians 1:20). We have been called out of 
the darkness of sin into the Kingdom of God's marvelous light, where we have 
received mercy and grace and peace from Jesus Christ. 
     Through God's love we have not only received the gift of human life but we have also become adopted children of 
God.  Through Christ's great peacemaking act—his sacrifice on the cross—we have become his brothers and sisters, and, 
with him, heirs of eternal life. Because of this new relationship of ours with God in Christ, peace is now possible: peace in 
our hearts and in our homes, peace in our communities and in our nations, peace throughout the world. Yes, Jesus Christ 
is the supreme peacemaker of human history, the reconciler of human hearts, the liberator of humanity, the Redeemer of 
man. He is our peace (Ephesians 2:14). 
 

     We are waiting for the Prince of Peace who told us, Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of 
God (Matthew. 5:8). That does not mean we don’t fight but that we fight with the weapons of justice, kindness, honesty, 
enthusiasm, et al. Satan will use none of these tactics to win us over. He will not play fair. 
 

     We, on the other hand, must play fair for that is how Jesus fights for you and me. We can be different than the evil 
one. We can practice every time we celebrate Mass at the sign of peace before communion. We receive the Prince of 
Peace, so let us become what we consume. 
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