
 

 
Msgr. Bill’s Weekly Letter... 

Dear Parishioners, 
 
     In our Gospel today Mark gives us the detail that they were mending their nets. They had been fishing and getting 
ready to go home after a night of work when Jesus said, “Put out into deep water and lower your nets for a catch.” 
They knew, during the day the fish would go deeper into the sea due to the warming effect of the sun.  
 
     I can almost see Peter rolling his eyes at Jesus. After all, he was not a fisherman and probably didn’t understand how 
this trade worked. But Peter recognized that Jesus was a master teacher and he acquiesced to the command out of faith 
even if it sounded a bit odd. 
 
     This Gospel event is a directional teaching about how God desires you and I to live, namely, to go out in faith even 
when it seems there will be no success. This will sometimes be difficult because it takes us out of our comfort zone or 
demands we take a risk [I’m afraid. They may not like me. God would never ask me. I have nothing to offer. These are a 
few of the many expressions that impede our spiritual growth]. 
 
     At the end of the 2000 Jubilee Year pope St. John Paul II promulgate an Apostolic Letter entitled Novo millennio       
ineunte (At the beginning of the new millennium). “. . . one needs to open one’s heart to the abundance of grace and to 
allow the word of the Redeemer to act with all its power: ‘Duc in altum!’ Whoever opens his heart to Christ will not only             
understand the mystery of his own existence, but also that of his own 
calling; he will bear the abundant fruit of grace.”  (6 January 2001       
on the Solemnity of the Epiphany) 
 
     We will not be able to know the depth to which we are called         
without the right equipment and nourishment. As for the equipment —
St. Paul tells us, “Therefore, put on the armor of God, that you may be 
able to resist on the evil day and, having done everything, to hold your 
ground. So stand fast with your loins girded in truth, clothed with 
righteousness as a breastplate, and your feet shod in readiness for the 
gospel of peace. In all circumstances, hold faith as a shield, to quench 
all [the] flaming arrows of the evil one. And take the helmet of         
salvation and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God.”  
(Eph. 6:13-17) 
 
     The nourishments we need are the rewards of virtue, time alone 
with God, and the reception of holy Communion at least every Sunday at the bear minimum. Receiving holy Communion 
during the week, will help us be in the vanguard of the Lord’s cohort. 
 
     The season of Lent begins in a few weeks from now and I suggest that each family take the next two or three weeks to 
develop a plan, as a family, for Lenten observance. This is not meant to eliminate individual efforts, but to plan something 
you can do as a family. 
 
     This might include praying a decade of the rosary one day a week after dinner, sleeping on the floor one night a week, 
no desert on Sunday, a family service day, a Saturday of closet cleaning to trim the wardrobe and take the cloths to the  
St. Vincent de Paul resale shop or Good Will, etc. There is a myriad of possible activities, but please remember ages and 
capabilities of age. It does NOT have to be huge, and arduous but a family, as a family, striving to do something beautiful 
for God. 
 
     Let’s dare to go out to the deep. As our society continues down the path of “I’m going to lookout for myself,” we need 
to stand out as shining lights. Peter didn’t think he would catch any fish, he trusted more in Jesus than in himself.  
 
     We have the equipment; we have the nourishment. Suit up! Consume God’s grace! Go out into the deep! 

 

Pace – bene, 
 


