
 

 
Msgr. Bill’s Weekly Letter... 

Dear Parishioners, 

Our God is all powerful, all knowing, all just,     

all merciful, and on and on. Today’s feast of the       

Transfiguration shows the marvelous tenderness of God. 

Jesus knows what he came to do and how his mission 

would play out. He reveals to his inner circle on Mount 

Tabor a glimpse of his divinity and the glory which is in 

store for those who love him and follow his teachings. 

 

Father Pius Parsch, C.R.S. (God rest his soul) 

wrote,” It should have disposed them to believe in the  

divinity of Christ, even during His passion and death.     

In particular, the three favored apostles should have    

become sufficiently mature to remain faithful during their 

Master's deepest humiliation on Olivet and Calvary.”  

 

One truth we can learn in regard to this instance 

written by Luke, is our capacity to forget the teachings of 

Jesus. They saw some of the miracles of Jesus, heard his teachings, and realize he came from God. The brash Peter 

inspired by this sight would still, one night, deny him three times. We are given glimpses of divinity but that alone 

will not suffice. 

 

First, a bit of the sure guide of our faith, the Catechism —  

The term "flesh" refers to man in his state of weakness and mortality.536 The "resurrection of the flesh" (the 

literal formulation of the Apostles' Creed) means not only that the immortal soul will live on after death, but that 

even our "mortal body" will come to life again.999  

 

Belief in the resurrection of the dead has been an essential element of the Christian faith from its beginnings. 

"The confidence of Christians is the resurrection of the dead; believing this we live." 991 

 

How can some of you say that there is no resurrection of the dead? But if there is no resurrection of the 

dead, then Christ has not been raised; if Christ has not been raised, then our preaching is in vain and your faith is  

in vain... But in fact Christ has been raised from the dead, the first fruits of those who have fallen asleep                  

(1 Cor. 15:12-14). 

 

To help strengthen the virtue of hope, know the reason for your hope — God. We should not look for visions 

or apparitions of the saints, but for God who loves us. Those visions would be nice but not nearly as nice as the       

sustainability that God provides for us.  

 

It helps to read the revelation of God in the Bible. Over and again God pulls us through the trials of life.  He 

tells us through the prophet Jerimiah, For I know well the plans I have in mind for you, plans for your welfare and 

not for woe, so as to give you a future of hope [Jer. 29:11]. We can trust him. 

 

Regular confession of our sins helps us to experience the mercy of God’s forgiveness. There is no such thing 

as a sin God cannot forgive and as long as we are on this earth, we have access to that forgiveness. Regular  attend-

ance at holy Mass puts God in the palm of our hands or the tip of our tongue. He enters our soul and our body. We 

can have hope that the transfigured Jesus is within us. 

 

Another behavior that can strengthen our faith is remaining with hope and not allowing despair, cynicism, 

sloth, etc. to prevent us from staying strong in hope. God NEVER guaranteed that life would be easy or even fair.  

He DID promise he would be with us all the time. After all, Jesus did not have a smooth life filled with earthly     

possessions. It was tough.  

In the garden he prayed that he would rather not endure the passion — in spite of this, he trusted his Father’s 

will.  So ought we! 

Pace – bene, 


