
 

 
Msgr. Bill’s Weekly Letter... 

Dear Parishioners, 
 
Growing up near Syracuse, New York afforded me the opportunity to enjoy the drama of nature going 

through the seasons of the year. The first snowfall meant excitement for those of us who enjoyed skiing,        
sledding, ice-skating, and hockey. By March, however, the snow got old and dirty and we couldn’t wait until 
spring broke out. 

Spring came fast with the melting snow giving way to patches of grass, pale green leaves showing the 
revival of the trees, and flowers started to break out. We had a great time shedding the heavy coats of the       

winter’s bleakness as the season gave way to the new 
(restored) life. We were fortunate enough to have a cherry 
tree whose leaves looked just like those to the left.  
 
From the earliest days of the Church, there has been a time 
of prayer and presence before the great celebration of Easter. 
Following the Council of Nicea in 325, the practice became 
more regular, and its form began to have its own liturgy. 
 
The term Lent came about several centuries after Nicea – it 
comes from Middle English. While we English speakers use 
Lent, other languages focus on the meaning of the forty days 
(French Carême, Italian Quaresima, Spanish Cuaresma). 
 
Our liturgy today inserts Letare Sunday or Rejoice Sunday. 
We should be rejoicing that the Pasqual festivities are getting 

close. Joy is uniquely a Christian characteristic. It is listed as a fruit of the Holy Spirit (Gal. 5:22); … And        
holiness is measured according to the 'great mystery' in which the Bride responds with the gift of love to the 
gift of the Bridegroom." Mary goes before us all in the holiness that is the Church's mystery as "the bride         
without spot or wrinkle." (CCC 773) 

 
We learn from Catechism that one can sin against God's love in various ways:  

- indifference neglects or refuses to reflect on divine charity; it fails to consider its prevenient goodness and 
denies its power.  
-  ingratitude fails or refuses to acknowledge divine charity and to return him love for love.  
- lukewarmness is hesitation or negligence in responding to divine love; it can imply refusal to give oneself 
over to the prompting of charity.  
- acedia or spiritual sloth goes so far as to refuse the joy that comes from God and to be repelled by divine 
goodness.  
- hatred of God comes from pride. It is contrary to love of God, whose goodness it denies, and whom it           
presumes to curse as the one who forbids sins and inflicts punishments. 

 
This Sunday would be a great time to examine carefully our attitudes and/or behaviors that may be        

present in our lives today. It is not too late to add an extra sacrifice to do battle with that which keeps us from 
the joy of God’s love. Make time this week to find joy for in doing that, you find yourself finding God’s love. 
It’s not always easy, but the rewards are heavenly. 

 
Have a great week AND BE JOYFULL . 

pace – bene, 
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