
 

 
Msgr. Bill’s Weekly Letter... 

 
Dear Parishioners, 
 
      Today’s Gospel scene is one of the many scenes that have piqued my interest. Just what did Jesus write on the ground? 
Some say he was writing the Pharisees names and their sins. Some say it was just the sins. And others say he was writing 
the Ten Commandments. Whatever he wrote had a profound effect on those who brought the woman to Jesus.  

 
     Her life was about to be snuffed out by angry men. In Jesus' 
time, the justice was not as refined as today. There were no 
public defenders, no Writ of Habeas Corpus, no trial with a 
jury, etc. 
      
     Caught in the very act of adultery she was subject to          
stoning. But the Pharisees were not interested in her sin except 
to trap Jesus. Their hearts were more concerned with the        
growing popularity of Jesus.  
 
     There is evidence that she knew Jesus so, she probably 
thought he was just another man who would join in the          
execution. But she soon recognized the face of compassion and 
mercy. What did he write? Maybe it was the names of others 
that were her paramours, we do not know. 
 

      
What we DO know is that Jesus did not condemn her. He also told her not to sin anymore. Jesus always takes us as we 
are, he rejects none. ON THE OTHER HAND, he has the authority to tell us to change, sin no more. He is kind, forgiving, 
full of mercy and forgiveness, he cannot forget that sin cannot co-exist with truth and holiness. 
 
     In Veritatis Splendor St. Pope John Paul II taught,  

 

The commandments… are meant to safeguard the good of the person, the image of God, by protecting his 
goods. "You shall not murder; you shall not commit adultery; you shall not steal; you shall not bear false 
witness" are moral rules formulated in terms of prohibitions. These negative precepts express with particular 
force the ever urgent need to protect human life, the communion of persons in marriage, private property, 
truthfulness, and people's good name. 
 

The commandments thus represent the basic condition for love of neighbor; at the same time they are the 
proof of that love.  They are the first necessary step on the journey towards freedom, its starting point. "The 
beginning of freedom," Saint Augustine writes, "is to be free from crimes...such as murder, adultery,              
fornication, theft, fraud, sacrilege, and so forth. When once one is without these crimes (and every Christian 
should be without them), one begins to lift up one's head towards freedom. But this is only the beginning of 
freedom, not perfect freedom.... 

 
     Just as the natural realm has certain “laws” so too does the spiritual realm. If we decide that prayer is only for             
emergencies, Sunday is for soccer and baseball, fidelity in marriage is not needed, chastity before [and during] marriage is 
not that important, and that I know better than God, etc., spiritual physics takes over. Jesus cannot change them unless he 
changes human nature.  
 
     God will respect one’s decision and allow the consequences that choice brings. We must follow the choice St. Paul 
lays out in our second reading, I continue my pursuit toward the goal; the prize of God’s upward calling, in Christ Jesus. 
Anything less will fall victim of the laws of spiritual physics.   

 

pace – bene, 


