
 

 
Msgr. Bill’s Weekly Letter... 

Dear Parishioners, 

 

  The opening of today’s Mass urges us to rejoice now in the restored glory of our adoption, so that we may look  

forward in confident hope to the rejoicing of the day of resurrection. I fear at times that we do not pay much attention to 

the collect (opening prayer) of our Mass. It sets up what is to follow. 

 

We all know that Peter wanted to love Jesus from a distance. After Jesus’ arrest, Peter denied Jesus three times.   

Jesus knew he would. Peter was standing by the charcoal fire; he was a bit more concerned about warmth than the goings 

on. Today St. John tells us in the Gospel, Peter clothed himself and jumps into the water. He wants to be the first ashore 

to be with Jesus. 

The others reach the shore and there is a touching 

scene by another charcoal fire. The scene in the  

Gospel sets up the questions Jesus will ask Peter. 

Three times Jesus asks, Do you love me? to counter 

the three-fold denial. Jesus did not demote him nor 

berate him or embarrass him. He spoke the language 

of unconditional love which includes forgiveness. 

What a God have we! 

 

 God does not demand us to be perfect but rather 

faithful. Fellow sinners, we are invited to             

continuously strive to conquer our sins and failures. 

God is always ready to forgive you and me when we 

come to him in a spirit of contrition. 

 

It behooves us to place ourselves in the sandals of Peter and be recipients of LOVE’s unconditional love. Jesus 

NEVER gives up when it comes to people.  

 

At times we give up on ourselves especially when we choose not to accept his grace of forgiveness. We try to      

forgive ourselves which opens a back door for Satan to enter us. He will fill our minds with dangerous ideas: Y ou’re 

such a loser! God could not forgive you until you forgive yourself! You’ve committed that sin so often it’s not worth    

going to confession! Remember that you are not as bad as others! Rarely will Satan expose his true character or motives. 

He prefers fuzzy words, slippery attitudes and encourages a life of mediocrity when it comes to virtue. 

 

Jesus on the other hand is constantly inviting us to rise to the highest level of virtue. He knows we often fall short 

but is always waiting to forgive us. He does not play games with our hearts, minds, and souls. When we mess up he holds 

out his hand to us so we can be healed and begin again the walk of holiness.  

 

In mere human standards Peter should have been demoted, after all how could he possibly maintain being the head 

of Jesus’ Church. But we are dealing with something more than human, we are dealing with the supernatural interacting 

with the natural.  

 

When we allow God in, great things can happen for the good. It can be scary for he is not mediocre, he can be      

demanding, leading us into danger for the greater good, but he IS GOOD. Even if we fall he is GOOD. We can trust him 

to keep his word.  

 

Peter found that out by the charcoal fire. Let us find this in every communion, every time of adoration, every       

confession, and respond as Peter, Y es Lord, I love you. 

*************************  

It’s been a while since I wrote about this issue. I do not read or act upon anonymous letters. These letters often 

(98%) bring up a complaint about something or someone in the parish. We strive to be a Community United in Faith and 

as such, we should have the courage to live by the Gold Standard, Never say anything behind another’s back until you’ve 

said to their face first.   
 pace – bene  


