
 

 
Msgr. Bill’s Weekly Letter... 

Dear Parishioners, 

 

 The fourth Sunday of Easter has traditionally been given the title of Good Shepherd Sunday. We hear today, I am 

the good shepherd. A good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep. I am the good shepherd, and I know mine and 

mine know me, just as the Father knows me and I know the Father; and I will lay down my life for the sheep.  

 

This week and next, some 140 children of God will receive Jesus in the Eucharist for the first time. We are all   

going to be a little holier for when one becomes holier, we all share in that joy. The converse is also true; when one of 

us sins, we all are the lesser! God is serious about the communitarian aspect of the Communion of Saints.  

 

I am the Good Shepherd and I want you to hear my voice. At every communion from our first to our last, the Good 

Shepherd speaks to us. In a most intimate manner, he enters our lives and reminds us that he keeps his promise of being 

with us always.  

 

I am not sure I understand the enormity of God coming directly into my body. What I do know is that communion 

brings me closer to God and I am the better for it. It boggles my mind when I see people giving up the Eucharist for any 

reason (golf, football game, soccer tournament, not liking the music, the pastor, etc., etc., etc.) I’m sure they have not 

given up on God, but it is close. 

 

The Eucharist is not a symbol for Jesus, or just a memory of a meal long ago. When this comes up I am always 

reminded of Flannery O’Connor who sat at dinner with friends and the discussion devolved to the Eucharist as a     

symbol. She said, Well if it’s just a symbol, to hell with it. 

Sometimes colorful language gets us to the bottom line 

sooner. 

 

In this day and age, however, many have lost the idea (and 

practice) of acting in the common good. Too many have  

decided that it is my life, and I can do anything with it; save 

a few laws to protect others. Even that is in question if one 

goes against the cancel culture. 

 

Many have surrendered to the satanic lie that caused Adam 

and Eve their expulsion from the garden. We do not know 

the actual sin (it makes no difference if they ate an apple, 

fig, kumquat, etc.).  

 

Their sin was a choice to disobey because they took Satan’s 

bait that they would be like God. We have those who think 

we can establish an earthly paradise. They want to take over God’s position of ruler of the universe — the ultimate   

narcissism.  

 

When I was much younger, I remember a very high-ranking officer in the Air Force giving us a talk about his   

service and religion. He told us that when he went to confession, he was in the line like anyone else. There was an 

equality in the confession line he could not use his rank to get ahead. I found some comfort in the equality of the      

sinner’s line (no RHIP) there. 

 

 The same was true for the communion line. It is no small matter that what so many want to see in this world is 

right in front of us. It makes one wonder if the so-called freedom society desires, is more frightening than real freedom. 

The freedom of the confession line brings us freedom for our sins and the communion brings us the freedom for    

goodness.  
 

So, we welcome our children into deeper initiation in the kingdom of true freedom. Thanks to all of our parents, 

catechists, staff, and especially you Jesus for keeping your promise.   

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

 pace – bene  


