
 

 
Msgr. Bill’s Weekly Letter... 

Dear Parishioners, 

 

In our first reading today we read, Some who had come down from Judea were instructing the brothers, 

‘Unless you are circumcised according to the Mosaic practice, you cannot be saved.’ This religious      

practice goes all the way back to Abraham. For almost 2,000 years this ceremony was a sign in the very 

flesh of a man of his covenant with God.  

 

Circumcision identified men as a member of God’s chosen people. So, this controversy that arose was a big 

deal. It seemed to some that this new way was rejecting the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. 

 

We begin to see the radicalism of this new way. As Jesus’ Church grew and spread, they gradually began    

to separate from the Jewish community. And today we heard of a radical decision moving away from          

physical circumcision to a circumcision of our heart. 

 

Once again, we hear of the New Jerusalem coming down out of heaven with 12 new gates. God himself 

gave it light, and its lamp was the Lamb. Jesus has indeed made all things new. 

 

These images are not just window dressing but rather the  

radical newness of God. You and I are the New Jerusalem, 

for the Almighty God and His Son the Lamb came and made 

their home in us who follow how LOVE loves.  

 

We must remember that he is the sacrificial Lamb of God. 

He freely gave himself to the hands of the wicked that the 

holy will of God might be accomplished.  

 

Jesus also tells his disciples that the Holy Spirit will be     

arriving soon to help them solidify all that Jesus did and  

confirm them in the faith. They probably did not understand 

but did know that Jesus always kept his promises. 

 

We should do the same with one another and keep our   

promises. Once you promise, you have a duty to follow 

through. Something drastic may prevent your ability to keep 

the promise [you die]. God forbid you become incapacitated. 

  

I think at times we say, “I promise…”, to easily and end     

up disappointing others and ourselves. Let’s always take a     

moment to think before we promise another or ourselves. 

 

************************  

It is a bit difficult to see, but we are making progress on our new building. More and of the foundation is 

being set, new sanitary and storm lines are in place, most of the reed foundation piers are in place. 

THANKS BE TO GOD!!! 

 

If you made a pledge to our Building Bright Futures campaign thank you, thank you, thank you. If you are 

still fulfilling your pledge, thank you, thank you, thank you. If you would like to make a new pledge,     

hooray, hooray, hooray!!! Call Andrea Quinn in our office. 

 

 pace – bene  


