
 

 
Msgr. Bill’s Weekly Letter... 

Dear Parishioners, 

 

 We are approaching the end of the Easter season, only a week away. Today we celebrate the Feast of 
the Ascension. Jesus is taken up into the highest of heaven where he sits at the right hand of God the Father. 
This is one of the oldest liturgical celebrations of the Church. It goes all the way back to the fifth century. 

 

The following is an article you can find online at https://www.catholicculture.org under Liturgical Year, 
May Calendar, click on May 29, scroll down to the 
fourth item entitled The Ascension. While you are 
there, check out the recipes offered for each day. 

 

The death of a member of his family or of a 
loved friend, must be the saddest event imagina-
ble in the life of an atheist. He is one who really is 
convinced that there is no God, no future life and 
therefore that the relative or friend is to turn into 
dust in the grave, never to be met with again. 
The   thought that every day that passes is  
bringing him too nearer to that same sad fate, 
death, which will be the end of all his ambitions, 
all his enjoyments, the end of everything he 
thought he was or had, must be something hard 
to live with. 

 

Thank God, we have the good fortune to 
know, and reason and faith convince us of this 
truth, that death is not the end of man. It is rather the real beginning. Today's feast—the Ascension of our 
Lord in his human nature—to his Father's and our Father's home, is the confirmation and the guarantee of 
this doctrine of our faith. We shall all rise from the grave with new, glorified bodies and ascend to heaven,   
as Christ did. There we'll begin our true life of eternal happiness.  

 

While it is true that even for good Christians the death of a beloved one is a cause of sorrow and tears, 
this is natural as we still are of the earth, earthly. Yet the certitude that our beloved one has gone to his true 
life and will be there to meet us when our turn comes, is always at the back of our minds to console and 
comfort us. What all human beings want is to live on forever with our dear ones. Death breaks that continuity 
but only  for a little while. That break is necessary for the new life to begin.  

 

It is only in heaven that this natural desire of an unending life with all those we love can be realized and 
death on earth is the door to that eternal life.  

 

Look up to heaven today. See Christ ascending to his Father and our Father. Say: Thank you, God,      
for creating me, and for giving me, through the Incarnation of your beloved Son, the possibility and the     
assurance that if I do my part here, when death comes it will not be an enemy but a friend, to speed me on 
my way to the true, supernatural life which you have, in your love, planned and prepared for me. 

 

It was written, and foretold, that Christ should suffer and so enter into his glory. The servant is not 
above the Master. I too must suffer. I too must accept the hardships and the trials of this life, if I want, and  
I do, to enter into the life of glory. Christ, who was sinless, suffered hardship and pain. I have earned many, 
if not all of my hardships, by my own sins. I should be glad of the opportunity to make some atonement for 
my past offenses, by willingly accepting the crosses he sends me. These crosses are signs of God's interest  
in my true welfare. Through him he is giving me a chance to prepare myself for the day of reckoning, for the 
moment of my death which will decide my eternal future. For every prayer I say for success in life, I should 
say three for a successful death, a death free from sin and at peace with God.  

—Excepted from The Sunday Readings, Fr. Kevin O'Sullivan, O.F.M. 
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