
 

 
Msgr. Bill’s Weekly Letter... 

Dear Parishioners, 
   
     It must have been a great experience for the Apostles when the Holy Spirit came with a mighty wind and in tongues of 
fire on their heads. It was a mere 50 days after the worst days and the best days of Jesus' life. They attended the very first 
Mass at the final meal, then his passion, then his Resurrection, and now this. 
 

     Pentecost is one of the highest feasts we celebrate in our liturgical year — Christmas, the Triduum, and Easter are the 
others. It is a feast for each of us in our personal lives. We first encountered the Holy Spirit at our Baptism. Most of us do 
not remember that day when God began our life journey to Know, Love, and Serve him in this world and be happy with 
him in heaven. 
 

     To help us in these efforts, the Spirit comes to our hearts, minds, and souls with inspirations, promptings, and        
warnings about how we are living, (or ought to be living). He is that voice that leads us to greater prayer and Catholic 
action. He bestows us with the gifts of wisdom, understanding, counsel, fortitude, knowledge, piety, and fear of the 
Lord. (You have heard me many times ask you to focus on each of these gifts by praying about one of these gifts on each 
of the seven days in every week). 
 

     The Holy Spirit is also a powerful gift to the Church as well. The Spirit reminds us of all that Jesus did and taught. He 
is calling all people to listen to God’s promptings for a better world. He is calling all humanity to come to the Lord in a  
spirit of unity, of worship, of the one true God. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     The Catechism of the Catholic Church teaches us, The fruits of the Spirit are perfections that the Holy Spirit forms in 
us as the first fruits of eternal glory. The tradition of the Church lists twelve of them: "charity, joy, peace, patience,        
kindness, goodness, generosity, gentleness, faithfulness, modesty, self-control, chastity." (1832).  
 

     When we intentionally use the seven gifts the fruit will emerge. If you are not experiencing the fruits, I would suggest 
that you come to confession, examine how you are using the gifts you have received from the Holy Spirit. God never 
leaves anyone hanging but comes to our aid. He will never deprive you of the gift of wisdom. We may find it difficult to 
discern God’s wisdom which means we most go deeper into our love for God to find that wisdom. 
 

     The more we use his gifts, the more we will enjoy the fruits of the Spirit. As St. Paul writes in Galatians, Against such 
there is no law (5:22). God cannot say, “Thou shalt not be modest,” or Thou shalt not be joyful.” He cannot be other than 
he is — for God does not have joy, he is joy; he is goodness; he is the fruit we long for in life. 
 

     Take some time this week to pray intentionally to get to know the Holy Spirit better, live actively the gifts he has         
given you, and enjoy more fully his fruits.  

 

 pace – bene,  


