
 

 
Msgr. Bill’s Weekly Letter... 

Dear Parishioners, 

 

 One of the signs of life, is that change enters our lives. Cardinal DiNardo is charged to administer the work of   

our Archdiocese and in that role, he must make pastoral assignments where priests are stationed in parishes. Beginning 

1 July, Father Joseph’s new assignment is St. Justin Martyr parish as parochial vicar. We will miss his energy, service, 

laughter, and a willingness to do whatever is asked of him. Fr. Christopher Plant will be taking his place as our        

parochial vicar.  

************************  

 About 60 years ago, I remember getting ready for my last prom night — making plans for transportation, the tux, 

parties afterwards, etc. It was an exciting time for me and my classmates. My school required we give the main office 

our date’s name and address so the school could send a letter to the parents (mine and my date’s), the letter listed the 

approved after prom parties and stated the expectation that we get our date home by 1:00 AM. There were serious 

penalties attached if we failed to follow this protocol. It was a different time. 

We have all had some kind of event, vacation, reunion, graduation, Baptism, First Comunion, etc., etc. We get 

excited because we see the importance of the event and it bringing us a bit of happiness, the gathering with family, the 

excitement for others, etc. 

In today’s first reading we see God setting up the prepations for the greatest gift of all for you and me. 

Melechized, King of Salem, brings out bread and wine to share with Abraham. In this event we see a prefiguring of 

what Jesus, the King of Peace, will do at the Last Supper. God is getting us ready for the Eucharist. 

Our second reading is the first written description of the Last Supper. All our Eucharist prayers use this text (with 

slight differences) just before Jesus, through his priests, pronounces the words of consecration. At that moment bread 

and wine become the body, blood, soul, divinity, the true presence 

of God himself.  

It is at the Last Supper that Jesus asks you and me to do one 

thing for him; Did this in memory of me. No where else in 

Scripture do we hear God asking us to do something for him.  

The graphic to the right reminds us that the Last Supper is 

Calvary enacted in an unbloody way. Every Mass is a return to the 

Last Supper, Calvary, and Easter Sunday. We are with him and he 

is with us not as a show of power, but a gift of his presence within 

us. It is hard to fathom how excited we should be when the body, 

blood, soul, divinity of the Savior of the universe is placed in our 

palm or on the tip your tongue.  

There are many ways to celebrate the solemnity of Corpus 

Christi. www.catholicculture.org is a very good site for us 

Catholics. If you plug into this website and go to the Liturgical 

Year tab you will see several categories that can help you in 

building stength in living our faith — recipes, activities, prayers, library of blogs, and podcasts. Some of the tabs have 

wonderful activities. 

We give our entire collection this day to help support seminarians studying for the priesthood. Each parish of our 

archdiocese does the same. I can not think of a better day to do this. 

For those who still have not returned to Mass, I ask you to pray quietly in your heart, “Why?” We do live stream 

our Masses for those who cannot come in person due to health, illness, etc. but never for convenience. Bring a friend, a 

laspt Catholic, yourself and family for we possess the greatest (lest the fullness of heaven) right here in this Church 

every day — Jesus himself, body, blood, soul, and divinity. 

See you soon. 

 pace – bene  

http://www.catholicculture.org

