
 

 
Msgr. Bill’s Weekly Letter... 

Dear Parishioners, 

 

Brothers and sisters: For freedom Christ set us free; so stand firm and do not submit again to the yoke of   

slavery, is a clarion call for us to imitate the very life of God who is infinitely free. Our Catechism has much to 

teach us about the true meaning of this proclamation. 

 

From the beginning of Christian history, the assertion of Christ's lordship over the world and over history has 

implicitly recognized that man should not submit his personal freedom in an absolute manner to any earthly power, 

but only to God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ: Caesar is not "the Lord". "The Church. . . believes that the key, 

the center and the purpose of the whole of man's history is to be found in its Lord and Master." (450 emphasis added) 

 

Governments often work to diminish religion and its practice so they can make their subjects dependent on them, 

thus making them focus mostly on earthly matters. In the end, the people become pawns with the illusion of freedom.  

 

The Catechism once again — Freedom is the power, rooted in reason and will, to act or not to act, to do this or 

that, and so to perform deliberate actions on one's own responsibility. By free will one shapes one's own life. Human 

freedom is a force for growth and maturity in truth and goodness; it attains its perfection when directed toward God, 

our beatitude. (1731 emphasis added). 

 

As creatures made in the image and likeness of God, we are rational beings who can reason and respond to the 

betterment not of self but the common good as well. We often think of freedom as ‘freedom from’ rules, standards, 

boundaries, etc. “No one can tell me what to do!” While there is a bit of truth, it is an extremely narrow view of        

freedom. 

 

For the Christian, freedom is ‘freedom for’ choosing that which is good, honorable, reasonable, with others in 

mind, what God has taught, et al. It is freedom from the chains that hold us bound because of sin, addiction, pride 

(Satan’s choice), narcissism, cowardliness, and so many behaviors 

that imprison you and me.  

 

We are meant to be free to make the choices that exhibit  

courage, generosity, faithfulness, service to others, modesty,   

kindness, gratitude, honesty, etc. etc.  

 

God has endowed us with free will which enables us to 

choose the limited idea of so many that freedom means I can do 

what I want, when I want, in the way I choose (all that leads to  

more chains). God does not make us do what is right and good; we 

are his children not pets. 

 

God wants us to exercise our physical freedom for good. We all know that we are not totally in the physical realm 

(we cannot fly or swim across an ocean) but we can use our reason and ingenuity to use planes and ships. We should 

work to have psychological freedom by dealing with the actual real world rather than what I want it to be. If I insist 

that 2 x 2 = 7.5, I am beginning down the path leading to large building with kindly people taking care of me.  

 

Our freedom(s) carry a responsibility to use freedom in accord with reason and the revelation of God. It cannot  

be whatever I want for my good. Freedom brings a responsibility to consider the good of all. I am not the center of   

the universe with an absolute freedom but a member of the human race as well. My choices affect others, and I am   

responsible to them. 

 

Freedom is that glorious ability always to do what is right and good. Viktor Frankl writes in Man’s Search for 

Meaning, “Our generation is realistic, for we have come to know man as he really is. After all, man is that being who 

invented the gas chambers of Auschwitz; however, he is also that being who entered those gas chambers upright, with 

the Lord’s Prayer or the Shema Y israel on his lips.” 

 

We ARE ALWAYS able to be free even when it seems impossible. Praise God. 

 

 pace – bene  


