
 

 
Msgr. Bill’s Weekly Letter... 

Dear Parishioners, 

 

Back in the 1960’s the Holy Spirit inspired Pope John XXIII to summon the world’s bishops to Rome for an 

ecumenical council to ‘up-date’ our Church to meet the current needs and obligations of our Church. It opened 

many doors for us Catholics to engage the culture in and outside the Church.  

 

Sacrosanctum Concilium (the Constitution on the Sacred Liturgy) covered many aspects of the liturgy of our 

Church. I want to call your attention to two references. The first is, The purpose of the sacraments is to sanctify 

men, to build up the body of Christ, and, finally, to give worship to God; because they are signs they also instruct. 

They not only presuppose faith, but by words and objects they also nourish, strengthen, and express it; that is why 

they are called "sacraments of faith." They do indeed impart grace, but, in addition, the very act of celebrating 

them most effectively disposes the faithful to receive this grace in a fruitful 

manner, to worship God duly, and to practice charity.                              

Constitution on the Sacred Liturgy [Sacrosanctum Concilium] #59 

 

The second paragraph teaches: Holy Mother Church has, moreover, in-

stituted sacramentals. These are sacred signs which bear a resemblance to 

the sacraments: they signify effects, particularly of a spiritual kind, which 

are obtained through the Church's intercession. By them men are disposed 

to receive the chief effect of the sacraments, and various 

occasions in life are rendered holy. CC, 1667 

 

      I always carry a rosary in my pocket to remind me of Mary’s role in the life of Jesus, our 

Church, and my own life. I also wear a medal on a chain which I acquired in Jerusalem some 

20 years ago. These sacramentals call me to prayer and remind me of who I am and who loves 

me. Sacramentals are a valuable gift for our faith life. For many, the Miraculous Medal is a 

comfort. Some have a medal of their patron saint.  

 

      I encourage you to make use of these gifts. I believe every bedroom in your home should 

have a crucifix on the wall as well as a picture of Mary, the mother of Jesus. After you have 

collected the smart phones, the iPads, etc. if the young ones need to talk, they have Mary and 

Jesus.  

 

A great practice is to have a home holy water dispenser near the door of each room. As we leave our room 

and our home we remind our soul, mind, and body that we are baptized into being called, a chosen race, a royal 

priesthood, a holy nation, a people for your own possessions, to proclaim everywhere your mighty works … 

(Preface 1 for Sundays).  

 

 We are blessed with the relics of several saints in our church’s reliquary. Father William Saunders writes,   

In all, relics remind us of the holiness of a saint and his cooperation in God's work; at the same time, relics     

inspire us to ask for the prayers of that saint and to beg the grace of God to live the 

same kind a faith-filled life. 

 

Take a few minutes before or after Mass to visit our reliquary and contemplate 

those saints who lived holy lives in witness to God’s love. Let them inspire you to 

go above and beyond the regular to a life of sainthood.  

 

Make a space in your home for a prayer area — a corner with a chair, small ta-

ble, candle, a bible, rosary, and frequent that small corner where you can spend a 

few minutes in prayer with God.  

 

pace – bene  


