
 

 
Msgr. Bill’s Weekly Letter... 

 

 

Dear Parishioners, 
 

Today Jesus tells you and me, Take care to guard against ALL greed, for though one may be rich, one’s life does not 

consist of possessions, (Lk. 12:15). Let’s take a look at what is our sure guide for correct teaching regarding greed or 

covetousness. The following is a summary of paragraphs 2535 – 2540. 
 

We all desire pleasant things — food when we are hungry, warmth when we are cold, etc. These and other desires can be 

good, but they can get out of hand (2535). 
 

The tenth commandment forbids greed and the desire to commit injustice by harming our neighbor in his temporal 

goods. Thus it is written: “He who loves money never has money enough (2536). 
 

It is not a violation of this commandment to desire to obtain things that belong to one's neighbor, provided this is done 

by just means. Traditional catechesis realistically mentions "those who have a harder struggle against their criminal    

desires" and so who "must be urged the more to keep this commandment" (2537). 
 

The tenth commandment requires that envy be banished from the human heart. Envy can lead to the worst crimes     

(Gen. 4:3-7). "Through the devil's envy death entered the world" (Wis. 2:24). We fight one another, and envy arms us 

against one another... We declare ourselves members of one and the same organism, yet we devour one another like 

beasts. (St. John Chrysostom) (2538). 
 

Envy is a capital sin. When it wishes grave harm to a neighbor it is a mortal 

sin: St. Augustine saw envy as "the diabolical sin” (St. Augustine). "From   

envy are born hatred, detraction, calumny, joy caused by the misfortune of a 

neighbor, and displeasure caused by his prosperity” (St. Gregory the Great) 

(2539). 
 

Envy represents a form of sadness and therefore a refusal of charity; the      

baptized person should struggle against it by exercising good will. Envy often 

comes from pride; the baptized person should train himself to live in humility 

(2540).  
 

I encourage you to read these paragraphs in a spirit of prayer, for it is not just  

to know the words, rather take them to heart and soul into our lives.  

 

In my own life, I found that when I got serious about tithing, not only did I find 

more money (there was a joy in spending less) but I also found myself at peace. 

Envy of others melted away; thanks be to God. 

*************************************************************************************** 

Someone asked me to explain a bit more about what I said in my homily last Sunday about the holy Eucharistic bread.  

In both gospels (Mathew and Luke) when expressing Jesus’ prayer to our Father the authors used the term epiousios   

(epi – outer and ousios - nature). They knew that the bread had become the true presence of Jesus even though there was 

no change to the visible reality (epi) they knew the true nature (ousios) was hidden. 

 

In 382 Pope Damasus commissioned St. Jerome to produce a Latin version of the Greek scriptures. When the saint got  

to the Our Father, he translated epiousios as supersubstantialem, a bread that is super-substantial. The Church has       

ALWAYS taught that the bread in Mass becomes the true presence of Jesus himself. A more familiar term used is     

transubstantiation, which came into use about a thousand years later. 

 

When we pray the Our Father, let us remember that “give us this day our daily bread,” points us to the Eucharist, the  

epiousios, supersubstantialem, the transubstantiated bread who is the very person of God. We are truly blessed. 

 

pace – bene 


