
 

 
Msgr. Bill’s Weekly Letter... 

Dear Parishioners, 

To say the Internet is a slippery sloop is one of the great understatements of the modern age. Once social media gath-

ered momentum, the denizens of Hades danced around the frozen lake of the pit with glee. They are subtle in their dealings 

with us and will whisper in our ear, “Everybody is doing this, go ahead and join in the fun,” or “Do the same since they 

started it!” You know who is delighted with this development. 

One of the more flagrant products is TikTok with risqué material, data collection, dangerous stunts, and an addictive 

style. Below are 7 reasons to avoid the app. 

I strongly encourage you block the app from all the devices in your home. When you check the history of the phone, 

iPad, etc. and discover your daughter / son has used the app, let them know they will get the device back in week            

(the second violation – a month).  

Your child may protest, remind them who pays the bills (devices, food, lodging, transportation, etc.). Fear not for you 

will be in the great tradition of some 50,000 years of parents who have fought with their children because you chose the 

higher road. Thanks be to God! 

pace – bene  

1. Chinese Influence – While it would be unfair to tar all Chinese apps with the same brush, it is an undeniable 
fact that  TikTok has endured more than its fair share of controversies that can be traced back to its Chinese 
owners, ByteDance. 

2. TikTok Is Bad for Your Brain — TikTok's format of short videos has been linked to decreased attention 
spans when the app is used for more than 90 minutes a day. More than 60 percent of users are under 24, a   
period of time in which the human brain is still not fully developed. 

3. Censorship — TikTok moderation is a mess, with censorship rife across the platform.                                                      
For instance, the problem surrounding the removal of tags has led some already marginalized communities to 
become even more excluded. Users who protested racism in their videos reported a drop in popularity of their 
other content.                                                                                                                                                                
And if you think all this is hearsay, think again. In March 2020, The Intercept got its hands on some internal    
TikTok documents that said moderators needed to suppress posts by users who were "too ugly, poor, or      
disabled". The problem is getting worse, not better. 

4. Don't Try This at Home — Social media "challenges" are nothing new. Many of them are harmless fun and 
often raise money for a good cause. Who could forget classics such as the "ice bucket challenge" or the 
"mannequin challenge"?                                                                                                                                    
TikTok has taken the idea of dangerous challenges to new extremes. The "penny challenge" (in which you 
drop a penny between a wall socket and a plug) has started house fires, while the "skull breaker challenge" 
involves    intentionally tripping people up. Nasty injuries have been reported.                                                                              
All of this makes TikTok entirely inappropriate for kids, and yet they keep using the app. 

5. Data Collection — For better or worse, most users now accept that all the apps on our phones track us in 
some way. But while social media has always been one of the worst culprits, TikTok's data collection        
techniques are particularly dystopian.                                                                                                                                                                                
In its privacy policy, TikTok says that it collects the "information you provide in the context of composing,     
sending, or receiving messages." Yup—TikTok can actively watch what you are writing in messages to 
friends, even if you never hit the send button.                                                                                                                                                     
It also requests access to your phone's model, screen resolution, current OS, phone number, email address,     
location, keystroke patterns, and even contact lists. None of that seems important if you just want to watch   
15-second clips. It's no exaggeration to say that TikTok is a danger to your privacy.  

6. Security Issues — Many security researchers have found security vulnerabilities in the TikTok app.            
They range from hackers using SMS messages to gain unauthorized access to accounts, through to issues    
surrounding the use of HTTP and HTTPS when delivering videos.  

7. Worrisome Content — There is no shortage of research that proves how bad social media is for your        
mental health. The toll on your brain comes in many forms. You'll find ample cases of the usual social media     
scourges—harassment, abuse, and cyberbullying.                                                                                                                                                                     
But the problem runs deeper. For example, many younger users have uploaded sexually provocative content, 
while there have also been cases of ex-partners attempting to ruin their previous partners' lives by uploading 
videos and photos from their old relationships.  

https://www.indiependent.co.uk/has-tiktok-made-our-attention-spans-shorter/
https://wallaroomedia.com/blog/social-media/tiktok-statistics/
https://theintercept.com/2020/03/16/tiktok-app-moderators-users-discrimination/
https://www.makeuseof.com/is-tiktok-safe-for-kids/
https://www.makeuseof.com/is-tiktok-dangerous/

