
 

 
Msgr. Bill’s Weekly Letter... 

Dear Parishioners, 
 
 

 

Last Sunday, Priesthood Sunday, I was touched by the many spiritual cards and thank you’s that you offered, not just 

to me, but also to our parochial vicars. I am blessed with two priests who help me in the ministries of our parish. For the 

past six weeks, they have alternated on Sundays to go to Manville to help fill in for a priest who had a stroke, in addition 

to all they do here to serve the parish. I am so grateful for these two priests who work very diligently for the good of Saint 

Vincent de Paul Parish. I personally thank you for the many prayers and thank you’s that we received this past Sunday. 

 

Let us continue to walk the path of faith bringing Christ not just to us but to our neighborhoods and to our world. 

Vibrant Catholic communities will help bring peace and goodness to our world.  

 

*************************  

Last week we laid to rest Archbishop Emeritus Joseph Fiorenza. I will miss his humor and holiness. I ask that you all 

pray for the repose of his soul and for his family who will miss him greatly. The priest of the Archdiocese will miss him 

as well. He was a very good and holy priest for all of us. 

 

*************************  

In his writing to Timothy, Saint Paul says, for God did not give us a spirit of cowardice but rather of power and love 

and self-control. God still gives those same gifts to you and me. We first encountered this spirit in our baptism even 

though we did not realize the gifts, they were given to us through the grace of the Holy Spirit. 

 

The spirit of God comes to us at every Mass in the           

Eucharist. In a powerful way, grace comes to us in the sacrament 

of Confirmation when the Holy Spirit flows into us, into our 

hearts, with his gifts and his love. We need to not be afraid to  

tell others about Jesus, stand up to those who would harm us    

by giving us ardor in those difficult times of our lives. 

 

As Jesus says in today's gospel, if we had just the faith of a 

mustard seed you would say to this Mulberry tree, “Be uprooted 

and planted in the sea”.  

 

I don’t know whether Michelangelo said this but The   

greatest danger for most of us lies not in setting our aim too high and falling short, but in setting our aim too low and 

achieving our goal. You have heard me say many times, “God’s plan for you is bigger than any plan you have.” Our    

vision is limited because we are limited by time, abilities, outside        

circumstances, and the fact we cannot see the future. 

 

          All these and others hinder our readiness to receive the loving    

embrace from our heavenly Father. We may say to God that we’re not 

ready, someone else is better, I’m afraid, or some other cop-out.          

Balderdash!!! 

 

          Of course, you are not worthy, and yes there is always someone 

better, and yes, we might be afraid. Remember that God is the one who 

makes us worthy; God does not choose you because you’re the best, but 

because he WANTS you and that is enough. If I march into hell for a 

heavenly cause, God will be at my side. 

 

This week take some time and dare to dream BIG not about your career or how much money you will make, rather 

dream big about your need to be a saint; for if you fail in this task, you will lose an eternity of bliss. 
  
pace – bene, 


